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Higher Education

Bulgariu has 31,512 students attending higher educationa) instity-
tions.(1) During 1952, 4.8 times more students completed higher education
courses than in 1939, with over 30 percent of the students receiving state
stipends.(2) There are now 20 higher educationeal institutions, 42 facus-
ties, 150 fields of specialization, and over 2,000 instructors.(3) The
20 higher educational institutions ineludge I technical schools, 4 agricul-
tural schools, 3 economic schools, 3 institutes of the arts, ang 2 medical
acudemies. (L)

The Bulgnrian Academy of Sciences directs over 30 research institutes
with 351 scientirs:ic vorkers. The total number of scientifie institutes to-
day is 118, with 1,186 scientific vorkers. (2)

The composition of the student body has changed. The students are
mainly workers, farmers » and members of the leboring intelligentsis. Candi-
date-student workers' courses to prepare workers for higher institutions
of learning have been established. After completing one of these courses
of instruction, a worher may enter a higher institution of learning without
teking the usual competitive examinction. About 3,200 persons have campleted
these courses, including 800 during the 1953-1654 school yeur.
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During the first Five-Yesr Plan [3545-19527, 23,125 persons received a
higher education. During 1952, 6,293

young specislists were graduated from
institutions of higher educat{ion.

There are still many weaknesses in the hi
cizlly in connection with examinations. Only 55.6 percent of the first-
yeer students (purvolursnik) passed all their examinations /in 1952-195377,
23 percent failed one examination, 11.h4 percent failed two examinations, and
6.7 percent failea three or

more examinations. The number of failures in
examinations was greater in the more advanced courses.

gher educational systen espe-

Study schedules ar
fbout 45-50 eredit hour
designed to stress fiel
hours daily.

e important in the organization of academic work.
s have been eliminated from the curriculum, which is
ds of specialization, and students nov study about €

In & lurge number of o
Students. In 1952, KNIK (
for Seience, Art, and Cult

ourses, there are not enough textbooks for the
Komitet za nauka, izkustvo, 1 kultura, Committee
ure) took steps to increase the writing of text-

tors and the translating of Soviet textbooks. By
August 1953, 16k textbooks, 50 of which were Soviet translations, were pul
lished.

In 1953, the government allecated 36,392,000 (new
About 10,422 persons, or

of learning, received

) leva for stipends.(3)
34 percent of all students in higher institutions
stipends during 1952-1953.(4)

Before 9 September 194k, there were in Bulgaria only three student
dormitories, which housed 150 ~tudents. There are now 23 dormitories hous-
ing 2,700 students. In 1952, & new dormitery with a capacity of 720 stu-
dents was opended Zﬁiaee not giveg7 and another new dormitory with the same

capacity is planned for 1953. Construction of similar dormitories during
the next few years is planned.

Buildings for the machine, hydrotechnical, and architecture faculties at

the "Stalin" State Politechnical Institute in Sofia have been built during
the lust few years. Ten laboratories have been built. Sofia State Univer-

sity has a large, modern building, as does the Agricultural Institute in
Plovdiv.

There are now 18 student cafeterias which feed about Lo percent of the
students.(3)

Secondary Education

There were 246 gereral secendary schools m1652-1¢532, Professional trein-
ing has increased, and schools for lubor rese.v.: t'inanced entirely by the
government have been organized.(5) During 1952-1953, 26,325 .udents were
studying in schools for labor reserves.(6) Secondary professional schools
have been reorganized into 146 tekhnikums with 200 fields of specialization.

(5) They are training 58,235 students.(6) In 1952, 67,679 students were
errolled in professional schools.(1)

.. For those who have not received a 7~
/11 years/, 61 evenin
been established.(6)

year and /for/ secondery education
g preparatory gymnasiums and 5 evening gymnasiums have
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Seriovs weaknesses still exigt in the teaching of second-yeur clasgses.
Th; students are especially poor in mathematics and in the Bulgarian language.
5

About 2C percent of all the studenis in workers' schools are employed
in indusiry or are the children of such employees. At preseut about 2,807
Persons are enrolled in workers' evenirg training ceurses, (k)

About 066,596 citizens have beceme literste in recent yeers. By the
end of 1953, illiteracy will be eliminated among persons up to 5C years of
age.

Preschool, Primury, Elemenctury Education

In 1953, there were 5,016 childrens' institutions for preschool train-
ing, with 264,082 Pupils.(2) /Source 5 statec thiat there wre 6,155 kinder-
gurtens with 27C,513 ehildren enrclled./ The teuching staff nu..ered ¢, 363.
These preschool institutions ineclige duy (tselodnevna), half-duy (poludnevna),
weekly, (sedmichna), ang seasonel (sezonna) kindergertens.

In 1952, 9¢.3 percent of all children of school age in towns, and ¢3.¢
percent of those in villages, were enrolled 1ip schocls.(4) The number of
chlliren rot in school was 3,752.(6) lgburce J states that the number of
children not in scheool in 1952-1953 was h,&2¢,7

The number of primary and elementery schools in 1952-1653 was 6,264 .
Over 1¢,0C0 children in elementary schools are housed in dormitories.(6)
The government budget for 1953 appropriated funds for 205 dormitories for
¢,242 chilédren.(s)

Teachers
s=ariers |

In 1953, there were geven times mere teuchers wean i 19hk, The govern-
ment has teken measures to improve teucher-tralning standerds. An institute
for berfeeting teachers and supervisory cwdres has been opened, where meny
teuchers puss qualificution courses each summer. In 1953, 6,470 teachers
completed thesretical und academie training, In comparison with 16kk, the
number of students in higher institutes for teuchers has increused 13 times
for kindergurten teachers, six times for primary and elementary -school
teuchers, und three times for teuchers in wivunced schools.(4)

There are now three teachers' schools with three sections, each consist-
ing of a L-year course, for training kindergurten teuchers. There are 18
teachers' schools for primary teachers @ncluding tliree Turkish) und ten teachers!
institutes.(§)

The general educution and curriculer commissions in the schools, the peda-
gogical offices (kubinet) in ull okoliya centers, the Institute for Perfecting
Teachers in Sofia, and the directors of cadres in education all work to raise
the level of teaching.

The material well-being of tea.ners has improved, According to a special
aecree of the Couneil of Ministers, teachers in villages receive free housing
with heat ang light and 2.5 decares of land for their own use.(5)

About 400 teachers have been awarded the gold, silve., or bronze orders
of Cyril and Methodius and many have received the Excellence in Education (Otlich-
nik nu Nerodnatu Prosvete) Badge.(G)
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Turkish Minoritx -

The number of Turkish general education schools has growvn to 1,071 in
1953, with 91,575 students ang 3,529 teachers., There dre now four general
secondary schools and separate courses for Turks ip three secondary schools.
There 1s a section in the Teachers' Institute in Kolarovgrad, and three divi-
slons at the Sofia State University, to train Turkish teachers. About 180
young Turks are studying in the Turkish language section of the Sofia State
University. fThe Bulgerian goverrment has sent 20 JyOUng persons to study in

for the 1653-1654 school year provided for 850 stipends for young Turks in
> tekhnikums.(5) Euch year a pumber of young people who huve received a higher
education in teachers' institutes go among the Turkish workers to teach their
children.(k)

Other Educational Developments

Various types of extrocurricular work have been developed. The "Wulko

in addition to summer cumps, where 111,2C0 students spent the summer of 1953.
Study and technicud circles, scientifie courses, uas well as art and physical
culture groups, have been formed, Travel groups have ulso been organized.

The "Uchtekhprom” (Uchebno-tekhnichesku promishlenost, Sechool Supply
Industry) enterrrise was set up to provide textbooks and other school supplies.
(5) Up to now, 2,020 different scientifie textbooks, and a total of about
56,123,374 volumes, huave been published.(6)

At the beginning of 1953, the Ministry of Education established a Study
Methods Council (Uchebno-metodicheski suvet) for discussing student many-
seripts and literature.(5)

There ure 31 legitimate theaters and opera houses in orerution. The
number of moticn-picture theuters today is 5.7 times greater than before
9 September 1944k ang the number or motion-pleture houses jip villages hus
increased 21.3 times during this re:.iod.

During 1952, the number of' public libruries with over 500 bocks increased
to 6,761. More than 800 cultural groups with 15,000 purticipants were active
during the 1952-1953 seuson.(2)
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